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AUTHOR OF 


© OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONDUCT or 


THE PROTESTANT DISSENTERS, © 
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PRINTED AND SOLD BY I. RACKHAM ; 
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| \ \ AS I inclined to adopt your 


performance, as a pattern in any reſpect wor- 


thy of imitation, I ſhould not prefix to my 


own a fulſome panegyric upon the candour 
or virtues of any man. The character and 
diſpoſition of the Biſhop of Lincoln are fo 
generally atteſted, as to need no encomium : 
a ſenſe of this ſeems to have reſtrained you 
from diſgracing your firſt page with a ſcur- 
rilous exordium, leſt his lordſhip, ' or any 


other reader of the ſame liberal turn, might 


be induced, on the firſt inſpection, to throw 
aſide your work, and to decline any further 
| B peruſal. 


\ 
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peruſal. In the firſt few lines, therefore, you 


artfully affect to be an advocate for the na. 


0 
tural rights of mankind; and ſtamp with r 

the odious appellation of bigotry and. deſpo. v 

tiſm, that power, which would violate thoſe te 

rights, or exerciſe dominion over the con- g 

ſciences of men. You very juſtly attribute tc 

the fair fruit of liberality and forbearance, to tl 

the general diffuſion of knowledge; but you cc 

have ſcarce ventured upon the taſte of this th 

delicious fruit, before you nauſeate the fla- pe 

g vour, and indignantly reject it. Your firſt de 
poſition, that every ſociety has a right to fix Hof 
| the terms of admiſſion into it, is a point Ml at 
which I believe none will diſpute : but your ¶ de 
ſecond, that a particular mode of faith, or a an 
concurrence in a particular religious rite, is Wl me 

the ſtrongeſt bond of civil union, may, I WW op: 

_ conceive, until better proofs of its truth be rie 

[ produced than what you or any one clſe have ¶ abi 
hitherto advanced, be Tepentecly and with W va 
N propriety denied. line 
ö The queſtion has long fince been agitated Ms 


by men of abilities ſo far ſuperior to mine, 


1 

and, I preſume, Sir, without any imputation 
of defect, to yours alſo, that as it is not of 
recent date; you will pardon the want of no- 
velty in my arguments againſt it. Your let- 
ter, Sir, has been applauded by many, for ele- 
gance of language, and ſtrength of reaſoning : 
to the former, I readily aceede ; but againſt 
the latter, I as readily proteſt. It is no un- 
common fault, with perſons enamoured of 


performance, to pay more attention to ſuch 
delicate features, than to the muſcular ſtrength 
of reaſon. Where the ſentiments of the reader 
are in uniſon with thoſe of the writer, real 
c WW d:formities have been varniſhed into beauties, 
2 WH and mere declamation confidered as argu- 
is ment. Readers of another claſs, with minds 
1 WW open to conviction, but not ſufficiently be- 
he 

ve 


friended by: a liberal education, from an in- 
ability to ſtart objections themſelves, and for 
want of having them placed in a collateral 
line of obſervation, have not unfrequently 


truth, 5 ha: 
|: To 


the ſtyle, and well turned periods, of a literary 


miſtaken a bold aſſertion for a ſubſtantial - 


r 
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0 
* 
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To readers of the latter deſcription, and to 
yourſelf, Sir, I offer my reaſons, againſt the 
application of a religious rite (the Lord's Sup. 
per), to a civil purpoſe; and to ſhew its inef. 


ficacy, as a bond for civil union. The rite, 
as inſtituted by our Lord himſelf, contains 


but one ſhort reaſon for the obſervation of it. 
Do it in remembrance of me. It can ſcarcely 
be ſuppoſed, that the bare remembrance of 
his perſon or complexion, was the whole that 
was implied in this injunction: many and 
ineſtimable benefits, would certainly devolve, 


not only on his then Diſciples, but on all 


ſucceeding chriſtians, from the repeated re- 
membrance of his life, his death, and reſur- 
rection. A life devoted to acts of mercy and 
benevolence, would neceſſarily engage the at- 
tention of his followers, and urge them to 
imitate ſo illuſtrious an example: the noble 
facrifice he made to the cauſe of virtue and 
religion, would evince the fincerity of his 
profeſſions ; attach them immoveably to his 
intereſt ; and fortify their minds under the 
preſſing trials, which awaited their fidelity. 

His 
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His reſurrection would prove the divinity 
of his miſſion, afford them the ſtrongeſt aſ- 
ſurance of their own, open a proſpect of im- 
mortality, and elevate their hopes of attain- 
ing the rewards of his ſpiritual kingdom. 
I do not preſume to ſay, that I have enume- 
rated all and every benefit that may be de- 
rived from the due obſervation of this reli- 


gious rite : be they ever ſo numerous, or ever 


ſo great, they muſt equally partake of the 
ſame nature. Enough, I truſt, has been ſaid, 
to point out their connection with a kingdom 
which is not of this world. The ends to 
which they operate are ſpiritual bleſſings, not 
temporal emoluments. To the application, 
therefore, of this religious rite to any tem- 
poral or civil purpoſe I can affix no other 
name than profanation. | 


The inefficacy of ſuch a teſt, as a bond of 
civil union, if by civil union 1s meant a ge- 
neral concurrence in the intereſt and welfare 
of the ſtate; will evidently appear, if no ne- 
ceſſary connection can be made out, between 
| the 
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L 16 } 
the means and the end. Had Chriſt to the 
words, Do this in remembrance of me; ſub- 
joined words to the following effect: My 
* diſciples, though the rite I have now inſti- 
* tuted for you, can be of no other uſe, either 


to you, or the converts you ſhall make to 


my religion, with the preſent generation; 
than, that my example will be ever preſent 
to your eyes, and my admonition to your 
ears; my patience under ſufferings, fortify 
© your minds in ſimilar fituations, and give 
you an intereſt in the rewards of a future 
© life. Yet when it ſhall pleaſe the rulers of 
© this world, who are now mine, and will 
© be your implacable enemies, to take my re- 
© ligion under their protection. It ſhall then 
* become a ſtanding teſt of friendſhip to their 
government; and a legal and ſatisfactory 
* qualification for civil offices. Under ſuch 
a declaration, though neither you, Sir, nor I, 
might be able to trace the influence, and 
mode of operation, on the human mind; 1 
imagine no Chriſtian would be hardy enough 
to diſpute its authority, or to vote for its repeal; 

yet, 


of 

yet, without the leaſt ſhadow of ſuch an au- 
thority,, or the leaſt poſſible connection be- 
tween the different government of two differ- 
ent kingdoms, do we admit this ſacred tite, 
as a certain proof of the religion of an atheiſt; 
the integrity of a ſtateſman, the loyalty of 4 
Jacobite, the bravery of a ſoldier, and the ho- 
nefty of an exciſeman. That the ruling paſ- 
ſion of mankind for ſuperiority and dominion, 
has, for its conftant attendant, an affection to 
diſplay it, is a truth too obvious to deny 
you: hence the ruling powers, both civil and 
ecclefiaſtical, have always taken care to ren- 
der their inferiors perfectly ſenſible of their 
dependent ſtate. The language and conduct 
on the fide of power, has been as uniformly 
inſolent and oppreſſive, as that on the other, 
humble and ſubmiffive : but when the iron 
rod has changed hands, the manners and lan- 
guage have as conſtantly. been altered, with 

the change of ſituation; and the thirſt for 
revenge and retaliation, added to the primary 

paſſion, have ſeldom failed to repay the prin- 

cipal of inſolence, with double intereſt of op- 
preſſion. 


( 12 1 
preflion. Inſtances, indeed, may be pro. 
duced amongſt the civil rulers of mankind, 
where.a monarch inveſted with the moſt un. 
limited and deſpotic power over his ſlaves, 
has uſed it with mildneſs and moderation :— 
but never, never, was ſuch a power veſted in 
the hands of eccleſiaſtics, without being per- 
verted to the moſt flagrant abuſes upon the 
conſciences, the perſons, and properties of 
the laity. I ſay never, Sir, till it has been 
your happy lot to diſcover, that lukewarm- 
« neſs, and not intolerance, is the diſtinguiſh- 
« ing mark of that ſe& of Chriſtians called 
te the Church of England.” Intolerance is a 
word of ſo vague an import, that I'defpair of 
meeting the fulneſs of your ideas. Do you 
mean to oppoſe it to lukewarm ? It will then 
mean, never intolerantly hot; but till theſe 
bleſſed days of refrigeration, which have 
come upon us, from your information; the 
ample page of hiſtory will atteſt, that from 
the earlieſt council, to the lateſt convocation, 
the church has been either ſmoking in a peſ- 
tilential vapour, or blazing with a conſum- 


ing fire. 
As 


As the ſpirit in your eccleſiaſtical thermo- 
meter, has ſo ſuddenly ſunk from blood heat, at 
which, for centuries, it- had ſtood, to the 
mild: degree of temperate ; I may fairly aſk 
you,, From what quarter of the compaſs this 
refreſhing breeze has blown, to influence its 
deſcent? If from the general diffuſion of 
knowledge, I would aſk; Have Churchmen 
ſown the ſeed, or reaped where they have 
not ſown, the full and entire fruits in the 
fields. of knowledge; or have they been ſatis- 
fed with the tythe, and left the gleanings to 
the poor? The Diſſenters. That hey have 
collected a few grains of intellectual improve- 
ment, may appear from ſome recent ad- 
vances they have made, in philoſophical, and 
political, as well as religious truths. How- 
ever- laudable the attempt, or feeble the afliſt- 
ance, when put in competition with the 
ſtrength of your reaſoning, the maſterly 
arguments of H——e, or the mild and gen- 
tle. breathings of St..D——'s.; they are as 
chaff which the wind ſcattereth, and, I truſt, 
dir, ſcattereth not in vain. | $764 
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with the private diſcipline in a diſſenting fa- 
. mily? as boldly to aſſert, In his family no 
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Any other title than that of Obſervations | 
would have better ſuited your performance 


any other yourſelf than that of an Obſerver, 
How came you, Sir, to be ſo well acquainted 


= freedom of opinion is allowed; his ſer. 
* yants, in whatever religious principles they 
&© have been bred, are ſeduced, or forced, to 
* the conventicle; if he would not forego 
« the neceſſaries, he would at leaſt relinquiſh 
* many of the comforts of life, rather than 
* purchaſe them of a Churchman,—and all 

« this with toleration in his mouth, and 
e perſecution in his heart.” This, in truth, 
is not a mere and vain ſpeculation; but it is 
a declamatory fiction: had you been able to 
produce (which you have not done) one, two, 
or ten inſtances of ſuch narrow contracted 
principles, influencing the maſter of a family 
to ſuch a perſecuting conduct, it would have 
given you no authority for ſuch general un- 
qualified cenſure. In direct contradiction to 
your aſſertion, —in a diſſenting family I am 
acquainted 


3 ©S 
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L . 15; ] 
acquainted with, their laſt ſervants were, . 
one a Papiſt, and the other a Churchman ; 


and yet wonderful to believe, the maſter 


neither attempted the converſion of the 
Papiſt, nor ſeduced or forced the Church- 
man to a conventicle. 
a 6 
Advertiſements you poſſibly may have ſeen, 
where the preference may have been offered 
to a Diſſenter; but are there no better rea- 
ſons to be aſſigned for ſuch a preference than 
bigotry to one ſect and enmity to another? 
Surely there are duties; which the maſter of 
a well regulated family is bound to obſerve 
towards his ſervants; of theſe, it is no uns 
important one to inſiſt upon their attendance 
at ſome place of religious worſhip: on the 
Sunday; but if the maſter goes to the Meet- 
ing without his ſervant, what aſſurance has he 
that the ſervant is not gone to the ale-houſe ? 
There is another reaſon, perhaps not leſs pro- 
ductive of this preference than the former; 
the lower claſs of the Diſſenters muſt eat, 
as well as Churchmen; but if the means of 
C 2 main 
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maintenance are narrowed by excluſion from 
ſuch petty offices under government, as would 
ſuit their abilities; they muſt needs have re. 
courſe to their brethren for ſubſiſtence, they 
are in duty bound to prefer them.—Perſecu. 


tion ever unites men, 


Let our public fairs, markets, and tradeſ- 
men's ſhops, put a negative upon your next aſ- 
ſertion, of their abſtinence from the com- 
forts of life, out of enmity to Churchmen: 
They can moſt aſſuredly do ſo, You ſhould 
look at home, Sir, before you ſcatter yout 
abuſe upon your neighbour's conduct; with 
this caution in your eye, you would hardly 
have ventured upon expoſing the ordinance of 
1645, which is done away; when the act of 
uniformity, the ſtatute of William and Mary, 
and the teſt act are ſtill in force, and ſtaring 


: you in the face. I had almoſt oyerlooked 


the lamentable fate of the Book of Common 


Prayer, —kicked out of public worſhip and 


private families ; I ſee no occaſion a man has 
for a de he never intends to uſe, either in 
public 


1 1 


publio or private; yet I have ſeen many ele- 
gantly bound books in the libraries of Church- 
men, which I believe to be as equally uſeleſs 


in the poſſeſſion of their owners, as the former 
book is to a Diſſenter. 


As an apologiſt for the Diſſenters, I do 
obſerve, * That the ſentiments of the party 
* are at preſent of a more liberal caſt. Per- 
haps they may be ſo, you. fav, for they are 
not in power.. If power has ſuch a deadly 
influence upon liberality; as their ſincere 
friend, I heartily wiſh the permanency of 
their ſubjection. As you, Sir, are either in 
power, or, I preſume, nearly allied to it, it 
may poſſibly ſerve as an apology for your in- 
tolerance. The ſame cauſe which has affect 
ed their liberality, has, I find affected their 
ſincerity. *©* It is not from profeſſions that 
* we. muſt judge of the integrity or de- 
* ſigns of men: very true; 2 man may 
be very ſincere; in his profeſſions, yet almoſt 
all his actions be pernicious. We muſt 
mark their conduct, and ſee to what ob- 

56 e ee . 
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% jects it tends.” And if we are to form 
our opinion from the black marks you have 
{et upon them, their conduct has been per- 
nicious in the extreme. Projectors of the 
grand rebellion—murderers of the king—tfo. 
mentors of the revolt in America—and all 
that's infamous. The facts, I imagine, are 
tranſcribed from an hiſtory of your own com- 
piling, for the uſe of children, who are ge- 
nerally pleaſed with diſmal ſtories. | I beg 
leave to extract an anſwer to it from an hiſ- 
tory written for the uſe of men, —* The 
** Preſbyterians, and body of the city, ſays 
Biſhop Burnet, © were much againſt it,” 
(meaning the trial and condemnation of 
Charles the Firſt), ** and were every where 
« faſting and praying for the king's preſer- 
* yation *.“ 


- Archdeacon Echard ſays, Cromwell firſt 
pulled down the Preſbyterians, and then 
<< deſtroyed the king; and that almoſt all 
the Preſbyterian miniſters in London, and 


$ Burnef's Hiſtory of his own Times, vol, ii. p- 31. 
a ver 
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10 very many in the ſeveral counties, and a 
« few of the independents themſelves, de- 
« chred againſt the deſign in their ſermons, 
« jn conferences, in monitory letters, peti- 
« tions, proteſtations, and public remon- 
© ſtrances: they earneſtly begged, that, con- 


4 trary to ſo many oaths and imprecations, . 


* contrary to public and private faith, they 
© would not defile their own hands, and 
© the kingdom, with royal blood“. Did 
all theſe virtuous petitioners, and proteſters, 
die without iſſue? and are the preſent race of 
Preſbyterians only the ſpawn of Cromwell's 
army, or the Rump? | 


I cannot paſs over your very curious pro- 
pofition—** He who is inimical to the church, 
* cannot be friendly to the ſtate ; and, fince 
* the king is the head of the church, can- 
© not be friendly to the king.” If by the 
church is meant a congregation of faithful 
men, I do not ſee how any one can entertam 
any enmity againſt it; but if it means church 


* Echard's Hiſtory of England, p. 654. 708. + 
| power, 
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power, which I ſtrongly ſuſpe& to be the 
caſe, from the precedence it always takes of 
king and ſtate; the true | propoſition will 
ſtand thus—The church is the creature of 
the ſtate, of which the king is firſt magiſ. 


trate, and conſequently the church is, and 


ought to be inferior. He, therefore, who is 
inimical to the ſupetiority of the church is 
friendly to the ſtate and king. 


I muſt beg your attention to another ex- 
tract, from an excellent author, in confirma- 


tion of the Preſbyterians' loyalty. Rapin , 


ſpeaking of the proceedings of that parlia- 
ment which reſtored Charles the Second, 
thus enumerates them, ** 3ſt, They oxdeted 
& a diſcharge of all the impriſoned friends of 
4% the King. — zd, They ' repealed the oath 
« for the abjuration of Charles Stuart, and 
* all the Royal Family.—3d, They voted 
* Monk to be General of the armies, of the 
* three nations.—4th, They voted down the 
* old, and appointed a new council of ſtate. 


„ Rapin's Hiſtory of England, vol. xiii. p. 199, 200 
| 5th, 
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r 5th, They made great changes in the 
c militia, and took away all commiſſions 
« from the republicans.—6th, They abro- 
« oated the oath, requiring to be faithful to 
« the eſtabliſhed government, without a 
King and Houſe of Peers.—Laſtly, They 
« diffolved themſelves, iſſuing out writs for 
%a new parliament to meet the 25th of 
« April. In this free parliament, the Preſ- 
* byterians, who were much ſuperior in 
* number, did not think proper to exclude 
* the royaliſts, with whom they were in 
perfect agreement for reſtoring the king, 
This parliament was an aſſembly; in 
* which the Preſbyterians had certainly a 
* ſuperiority of voices ; conſequently a Preſ- 
* byterian parliament reſtored the King to 
* the throne of his anceſtors.” Vou cannot, 
Sir, ſurely read thoſe extracts, ſo much in 
favour of the Preſbyterian's conduct, and fo 
very oppoſite to your own accounts, without 
being ſenſible of your want f modeſty, 0 or 
want of information ? 


D 4 
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An author of eminence amongſt the Diſ. 
ſenters, did reprobate, the iniquitous princi- 
ples of the American war, and even pre- 
dicted its conſequences; but I never heard 
that either he or his friends, contributed at 
all to the completion of his prophecy. He 
muſt have been a firſt-rate conjuror, to haye 
ſupplied intelligence pf the plans and opera- 
tions of the projectors and managers of that 
war; when it was evident to the whole na- 
tion, that they themſelves never knew what 
they were about, or what to do next. And 
excluſively of the feelings of humanity, for 
the loſs of ſo much blood and treaſure, on 
both ſides, T believe moſt thinking men are 
now perfectly ſatisfied with the event. 
One is almoſt led to imagine, - from the 
vigilant and even jealous eye with which 
government is directed to obſerve the new 
academical inſtitution ; that it was formed 
upon the fame plan with the Royal Aca- 
demy, upon the Parade ; where grown gen- 
tlemen are taught to prime and load to beat 


; of 
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of drum; inſtead of being conducted by men 
of the firſt-rate abilities, in every branch of 
ſcience;z and exerciſed in all manly and Chriſ- 
tian virtues: but it may be politically wrong, 
in the eye of power, to elevate and enlighten 
the minds of thoſe, who are doomed to ſub- 
jection : deſpotiſm thrives upon ignorance, 
and is checked by information; and perhaps 
their growing liberality may one day con- 
found your full blown arrogance. 


If Dr. Prieſtley really intended with literal 
gunpowder to blow up St. Paul's and the 
Parliament Houſe ; I think, with you, that 
it was very injudicious and premature, and 
not at all conſonant. to his well known fa- 
eacity and acuteneſs, to give notice of his 
plot, before the exploſion had announced it 
to the world. But I ſhould: imagine the 
Church of England will hardly thank you 
for the compliment, in affixing the term Ja- 
bric of error. ta herſelf; which I ſhould pre- 
ſume the Doctor could never mean to apply 
to any other church, but ſuch an one as ſtiles 


herſelf infallible. 
] have 


— 
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4 have not preſumption ſufficient to follow 
you in your advice to King, Lords, and 
Commons, reſpecting the proper line of 
conduct to be obſerved in this buſineſs. | 
ſhall certainly never fit in either Houſe, you, 
Sir, poſſibly may, or do; and I ſhould think 
it quite ſufficient for you to give your advice 


at the time, or in the place you are legally 
aſked for it. 


1 am, Sir, | 


Yours moſt ſincerely. 


